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WHO:

Scouts, Parents and Old Goats of Troop One!!
WHAT:
Basic Backpacking Trip to Williams Lake
WHEN:
Leave  at 7AM on Saturday, Sept 13 – Return to on Sunday Sept. 14 by 5PM
WHERE:
Taos Ski Basin to Williams Lake (2 mile Backpack)
BRING:
BE PREPARED!! Pack your Backpack with Clothing for Warm/Cold Windy Weather, Sleeping Bag, Sleeping Pad, Rain Gear, Food, Stove, Cooking Gear, and Water Bottle…etc…BACKPACKING INSTRUCTION AT TROOP MEETINGS August 26, Sept 2 and Sept. 9.
MEALS:
Will be planned by Tent Partners and Old Goats.
PROGRAM:
Saturday:
Depart Church at 7AM; arrive at Kachina Chairlift, Phoenix                             Restaurant, Taos Ski Basin, Backpack to Williams Lake
Sunday:
Eat Breakfast, Clean-up, Backpack to Kachina Chairlift, Lunch

at Cars!!  Back to Church by 5PM…
------------------------ CUT HERE ( ----------- CUT HERE ( ---------- CUT HERE ( ---------- CUT HERE ( ---------------------
( REGISTRATION IS DUE THIS TUESDAY, SEPT 9 - PLEASE PRINT (
Put Registration Form in Mr. Walter Dunn’s Hand and your Check in the Lockbox…THANK YOU!!!

Scout’s Name_______________________ Patrol _____________
Names of Family Going: Mom ____________ Dad ____________

WE CAN DRIVE…

What vehicle will you be driving? _______________________ Cell # _______________





       Year    Make      Model   #Seats
FEES     FEES     FEES – Fees Include Gas for Drivers -- FEES     FEES     FEES

Scouts, Adults & “Old Goats” $10.00 each: _____ X $10.00 = $__________
TOTAL OF CHECK IN LOCKBOX……...……….…….…………… $____________

Troop 1 Williams Lake Backpacking Trip
When: Depart Scout Hut 7:00 AM Saturday, September 13 
Return 5:00 PM Sunday, September 14.

Where: Williams Lake, Carson National Forest, Wheeler Peak Wilderness

Description: 
The hike to Williams Lake is a moderately difficult 2 mile hike from the Kachina Chairlift, Phoenix Restaurant at Taos Ski Basin.  The trail climbs 900 feet to the lake, which lies in a deep cirque surrounded by a ring of jagged peaks.  The Lake is at 11,450 ft., so temperatures at night can be below freezing.  A more detailed description is attached.  
What to expect:

Scouts should bring enough food for two trail head lunches.  We will have one early lunch at the trail head before we head out on Saturday and another late lunch before we head back for the drive home.  That will also keep our packs lighter!

Scouts will need to have their own backpacks, light weight sleeping bags and pads, personal mess kits, and hiking shoes or boots.  Two scouts will share a lightweight backpacking tent,  stove, and cooking pots and plan and cook their own dinner and breakfast.  A water filtration pump and or tablets can be shared between tents.  Scouts will be responsible for providing their own equipment.  An equipment list is attached as well as a list of equipment that is available to rent at REI.  Boy Scouts can rent equipment at REI at the member price.
Scouts who plan to go on the backpacking trip must attend a planning meeting prior to the trip which will be held during the Troop meetings on Tuesday, September 2nd.
Backpacking Equipment Recommendations:

Personal Gear




Crew Gear
- Backpack





- Backpacking Tent
- Sleeping Bag





- Backpacking Stove and fuel
- Sleeping Pad





- Cooking Pot, Pot grabber, utensils, 
- Backpacking mummy sleeping bag


- Water purification pump or tablets
- Plate/bowl, spoon, mug (plastic or metal)

- Plastic trash bag

 -Headlamp or light weight flashlight


- toilet paper and trowel
- Matches or lighter




- biodegradable soap & pot scrubber
- Water bottle 

- Pocket knife

- Trail snacks
- Whistle

- Toothbrush, toothpaste
- Bandana and/or hand towel
Clothes

- Rain jacket and pants

- Fleece jacket

- Hiking shoes or boots

- Sunglasses

- Sunscreen

- Socks (2 pair) wool or synthetic
- Long pants

- Hiking shorts

- “T” shirts (2) 

- Long sleeve shirt 
- Long underwear top and bottom

- Warm stocking cap

- Sun hat

Location: Questa Ranger District - Wheeler Peak Wilderness 

Trail Beginning: 10,300 feet 

Trail Ending: 11,100 feet 

In the summer months the trail is used for hiking and horseback riding. In the winter the trail is used for cross country skiing and snowshoeing.

Access:
Travel approximately four (4) miles north on U.S. Hwy. 64 from Taos to the junction of State Highway 150, then east on 150 to Taos Ski Valley. Continue through the ski area parking lot to the Twining Campground. Parking is available adjacent to the campground. There is another parking area near the Kachina chair lift, Pheonix Restaurant. Follow the roads that climbs through and above the village to the designated hiker parking lot, before the Kachina/Phoenix area.

Attractions and Considerations: 
From the Twining Campground parking lot walk across the bridge, over the Rio Hondo, toward the Taos Ski Valley Ticket Office. Stay on the trail above the main office and under the two main chairlifts heading southeast. Please be courteous - You are on private land! This trail follows the main return trail used by downhill skiers and, therefore, is not open for travel to Williams Lake when the ski area is open. Follow the ski trail next to the river for approximately 1.5 miles until you come to the Phoenix Restaurant at the bottom of the Kachina Chairlift, Lift No. 4. After you pass the Phoenix Restaurant, remain on the trail on the east side of Lake Fork Creek for approximately 1/4 mile. The main road crosses the creek and heads up the mountain to the right; do not follow the main road. An old road bears left and does not cross the creek. Follow the old road along the east side of the creek. You are still on private land for approximately another 1/4 mile - The Wilderness boundary is within half a mile. The elevation at this point is 10,600 feet. The trail is now located in Englemann spruce stands and near the upper end opens up into meadowland and scattered rock fields. It is about two miles from the hiker parking lot near the Phoenix Restaurant to Williams Lake which is at an elevation of 11,000 feet. Williams Lake is a natural lake which does not have fish because it's often to shallow to maintain a fish population. Camping and campfires are not permitted along the lake shore to prevent damage to soil and water quality. Please select a campsite at least 300 feet from streams, springs, or lakes. Wheeler Peak is on the ridge line east of the lake and can be reached by climbing this slope. Technical rock climbing gear is not needed, but the slope is very steep and very rocky. Several avalanche chutes are apparent along the trail. Winter travelers should be alert to avalanche hazards. 

Map of Trail 62

 HYPERLINK "http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/carson/recreation/trails/images/trail_25.gif" 

Recommended Season: Summer and early Fall for hiking and horseback riding. Winter and early Spring for cross country skiing and snowshoeing. 

Length: 4 miles from Twining Campground.
2 miles from Kachina Chairlift, Phoenix Restaurant.

Use: Heavy

Difficulty: Novice to Intermediate.

Elevation: Gains 1,800 feet

USGS QUADS: Wheeler Peak

REI Backpacking Equipment Rental Prices:
Recreational Equipment Inc. (REI)
1550 Mercantile Ave., NE

Albuquerque, NM 87107

Tel: (505) 247-1191




First Day
Each Additional Day
Tents:
2 Person Tents:
$18.00

$7.00

Packs:

External Frame Pack
$10.00

$4.00

Internal Frame Pack
$15.00

$5.00

Children’s Packs

External Frame:
$10.00

$4.00

Internal Frame:
$10.00

$4.00

Sleeping Bags:

With pad & liner

REI 10º- 20º

$15.00

$5.00

REI -5º- 0º

$20.00

$7.00

REI Junior + 20º
$10.00

$4.00

Sleeping Pads:

Thermarest

$10.00

$3.00

Ridgecrest

$4.00

$2.00

Backpacking Stove:
$5.00

$2.00

REI Rental Policy Notes:

Reservations may be made up to 30 days in advance by prepayment. Rental customers must provide a valid drivers license at time of rental and be at least 18 years of age.  A valid credit card number will be required at time of rental.  Late fees will be charged for all rentals not returned on the date due.  Fees of $25 will be charged for equipment returned dirty, muddy and/or wet.  Damage fees will be charged based on actual repair costs.  Lost or un-reparable items will be charged at full retail price.
